7 all at t_- 
we 7 Pis® an, <> “he as a be ep en ake ae, 
zo a abe,” ~ ee ye ie od 
~- » ~ rs oe —. ee 
-~ ' ae oT ~ 7 


\\\ ZA 


NY 
“Ty 


Ai = 


* 
_ - ; 
ang 7 4 
- ar@®. 
» @ 
. + — SS a _ 
: ea. i ee Oe 
o- a : “Me - 
< . - . 
. ‘ . -_ 
.”* 
5 — 
44. “7s “a + ; e 
. - ” - 
: . oo x r> Gios ~~ = 8 
“24. Fh tet el on ts eee ‘ 
“Ne . , = 
. - - 


~ we Missionary Sup OF THE SociETY FOR THE FURTHERANGE OF THE GospeL (sq) 


_ —_—— -_—— a — _— - — ee 


No. 108, Vor. IX. DEC,, 1916. 


Price 4d. 


ee a) 


A 


LABRADOR. 


0 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MISSION STATION 
REPORTS. 


— 


Makkovik—July Ist, 1915-June 30th, 1916, 


the countries at home are in unrest, political excitement, 
and anxiety, we were surrounded by peace and quiet- 
ness, and could do our work, with but little exception, 
undisturbed. Our country, which is avoided on account 
of its loneliness and harrenness, would have been a coveted home 
for many in these perilous times. 3 

We cannot but acknowledge the kindness and goodwill with 
which the authorities of this Colony are treating us who are of 
hostile nationality, and it is our earnest endeavour to show our- 
selves worthy of this considerate attitude. May our God pre- 
vent all false rumours and talk, which so easily crop up at such 
times and might give rise to suspicion and annoyance. | 
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External Condtttions. 


Outwardly, considering the weather conditions, the past year 
has been a very favourable and pleasant one. Last summer was 
warm and bright; the autumn was exceptionally mild and 
lasted almost till Christmas. Winter thus began late, and it 
did not bring us any very severe frost. Travelling conditions 
were during the greater part of the winter excellent. At the 
end of April already milder weather set in, and in May we had 
only fora few nights 2-3 degrees of frost—something unusual. 
As a result of this mild weather the snow and ice disappeared 
very early, our Bay being “‘open”’ as early as the 26th of May. 
On Ascension Day, June Ist, a sailing boat came round Cape 
Ailik (North) to join us at the Communion Service, which was 
held"here on that date. And the weather has continued to be 
warm and pleasant up till now. Our garden is in a hetter con- 
dition than ever it has been so early in the summer. And, what 
is more important still, the codfish, which generally show up only 
about the middle of July—and sometimes even later—have 
already appeared, at the end of June, inour Bay. This is almost 
too early, as many of our people are hardly ready for the fishing 
season. ‘The Newfoundland fishing schooners are much behind 
time for once; hardly any of them have arrived yet. During 
the past few years the cod was mostly late on this part of our 


coast. Attendance at Special Services. 


As the winter began so late—our Bay only froze over on the 
10th of January—none of our church members living outside 
could come and join us at our meetings at Christmas and 
Yew Year. But for Young People’s Day (January 31st), and 
for the Married People’s Day (March 6th), we had a good many 
outside visitors here at the station. During the Passion Week 
the weather was not very favourable; still, every day some 
‘“‘comatics’”’ turned up, and for Kaster Sunday we were as large 
a company as ever we have been here at that season. ‘There 
seems to be a somewhat deeper desire after spiritual food pre- 
valent in our congregation. As it is often difficult to get an 
opportunity for a heart-to-heart talk with individual persons at 
such times, when so many are here, I had arranged to be in 
my study for several days at certain hours for the sole purpose 
of seeing anyone who felt the need of spiretual help or converse. 
‘Several made use of the opportunity given. Among others also 
one young woman, who asked with. tears in her eyes, ‘‘ How can 
I come to Jesus?” Another encouragement was the request of 
two young women to be accepted as candidates for Communion, 
with a view to being confirmed next Easter. 

Our people have been visited in their homes as usual during 
the winter—also in the summer at their various fishing places, 
I was able to see most, but not all of them. ~ 


School and the New Schoolhouse. 


During the past winter Boarding School was again kept and, 
we are very glad to be able to report, for the first time in the 


* 
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new schoolhouse. It had been a bit of a struggle to get it 
finished ; but, thank God, it was all ready in time. Only 
painting has still to be done. The number of children sent to 
school (17) was larger than before: an encouraging sign of 
growing interest. Sister Bertha Anderson, who for the two 
years previously had kindly looked after the children, could not 
do so this winter, as her aged mother, the chapel-servant, Mrs. 
Mary Anderson, is half paralysed and hasbeen bedridden since 
January, and Bertha is her constant nurse. But another mem- 
ber of this well-known family, Sr. Ellen Anderson, wife of 
William Anderson, came to the rescue and offered her help, and 
she has acted as housemother for the children with much 
patience and economy. Since we can buy the food for the 
school from the store at “ special” prices, and some of the parents 
freely contribute fish, seals, and deer-meat, the cost per child 
per week amounted to only 434 cents. ! 

Contributions for the building of the schoolhouse have been 
made during the last three years by different members of our 
congregation}; amounting to $159. 80. (£39 Ds. 10d.). Besides 
which, 71 days of free labour (full men’s) have been given. 
Last but not least, Mr. Hebbard, the policeman who was 
stationed here last autumn, took an interest in the building and 
has been working at it for weeks. 


Sick Nursing. 


At the end of April I was called to visit a Settler-woman who 
was suffering from large ulcers under her right arm and on her 
back. I found her in a most wretched condition. She had no 
appetite left, nor was there anything suitable for her to eat in 
the house. She was only just alive, and it seemed as if under 
the circumstances she would probably not live much longer. 
Although we have no hospital here in Makkovik, nor doctor, nor 
nurse, I took her home with me, in order, if possible, to save her 
life (she lived 40 miles from here). And God blessed our efforts. 
After four weeks continual treatment with fomentations the 
active process was completely checked. One of our Settlers here, 
Robert Mitchell, who is always ready to help, then took her into 
his house, and we tended her there daily. She wasthere another 
five weeks, Slowly the large wound began to heal. Yesterday 
we took her out to Makkovik Island in our motor-boat, where 
the mail-boat is expected to call this week, in order that she 
may, as soon as possible, get to a hospital, as it seems that some 
healthy skin will have to be grafted on to close up the large 
wound. 

D-..Paddon, who was in charge of the new Grenfell Hospital 
at the head of Hamilton Inlet last winter, visited us in March. 
He expected to meet Dr. Barlow from Okak here, but the latter 
bad turned back from Hopedale. 


Early News from Europe. 
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and on the following day we got our first mail by a boat that 
happened to come in from Makkovik Island. 

We were sorry to hear about the practically unchanged state 
in the war, and that apparently there were no signs of peace. 
But we remember the words in Psalm 46, 9, ‘‘ He maketh wars 
to cease,” and therefore continue to lift up our eyes and hearts 
to Him. We endeavoured last winter to make our people 
acquainted with the grand efforts that are being made to win the 
soldiers for Christ: the Pocket ‘Testament League and many other 
agencies ; also to inform them about the great amounf of relief 
work that is done for the sufferers, the bereaved, the refugees, &c. 
At Easter a small collection was made for sufferers from the 
war, amounting to $15.36 (£3 4s.), which money is being 
transferred to London to be used there for the purpose intimated. 

The Church contributions have further decreased. Money 
has been scarce; foxes, the only means by which money is 
usually made there in winter, were scarcer still. Consequently 
gifts have failed in many cases. 

Our Boards at home have often been included in,our prayers, 
for undoubtedly they have often had to face difficult situations 
and puzzling problems in these critical times. And it is comfort- 
ing for us to know that we are not forgotten either by you. 


B. & M. LENz. 


Hopedale, 


Missionary Isolation in Labrador. 


As we sit down to write a short Report of the work at this 
station for the year ending June 30th, 1916, we cannot help 
thinking how difficult it is for people at home to imagine what 
life in Labrador is like, and to. realise how isolated we are, in 
spite of the fact that we are not very far removed from one 
of the world’s busy waterways, viz., the Straits of Belle Isle and 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. ‘The fact of this isolation is brought 
forcibly to our minds by the first entry in our station Diary for the 
past Ship’s Year. This records the arrival of the first Newfound- 
land fishing schooner on July 8th, 1915, and this was conse- 
quently our first touch with civilisation for many months. It is 
hardly necessary to say we were aren’ for news of the world, 
and especially for the latest possible news of the European war, 
as the latest we had receivéd was from the preceding February. 
The skipper of the craft was elated with the fact that he had 
made a record run down the Labrador coast, being only five days 
out from home till he anchored in Hopedale Harbour. To our 
utter disgust, however, the whole crew appeared to know practi- 
cally nothing of the war, and could not even satisfy us as to what- 
country the war was being waged in. ‘They had heard the British 
Fleet was trying to force a passage through the Dardanelles, and 
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that lots of men were being killed on both sides, and that was 
evidently about the extent of their knowledge. Many of the 
Newfoundland fishermen are pitiably ignorant. Their one 
interest in life is cod-fish, known locally as ‘‘ fish,” and that is 
apparently all they think or care about. 


Our anxieties were, however, relieved on July 14th by the 
arrival of the Newfoundland Mailboat, which brought us a heavy 
“nglish mail, the accumulation of months. Newspapers from as 
far back as November, 1914, and letters. bearing various dates 
from December, 1914, till June, 1915. Is it to be wondered at 
if we get a little excited at such a time, and sit up the greater 
part or the whole of the night reading the very welcome letters 
and scanning the newspapers for the chief items of interest ? 


Effects of the War. 


We could not help sympathising with our German colleagues, 
who received no letters from home, and who were consequently 
twelve months without news from their children. In-more ways 
than one we feel the effects of the war in Labrador. 


In yet another way our German colleagues were reminded that 
they are living under the British flag while the two countries are 
in a state of war. On August 3rd a small steamer that was doing 
patrol duty and mail service on the northern part of this coast 
came into the bay, and a gentleman, who we eventually learned 
was a detective, came on shore. He requested a brief interview 
with each of us in succession, took all particulars regarding our 
nationality, birth place, age, &c., &c., and informed Br. Bohlmann 
that he must report himself to the authorities in St. John’s. 
This intimation was made to all the German brethren on the 
‘Coast, but the matter did not appear to be very serious, as they 
were requested to travel by our own ship, the Zlarmony. More 
or less anxiety was undoubtedly felt by all, as none knew what 
their fate would be, and the possibility of internment was promi- 
nent in some minds. An interview with the Minister of Justice 
in the capital of the Colony, however, set them at rest, as there 
were only certain formalities to be gone through. After spend- 
ing a pleasant week in the city, they returned to their several 
posts by the Harmony. All felt refreshed by the unexpected and 
enjoyable-holiday. Three policemen were ordered to come north 
by our ship, and were posted at various stations for the remain- 
der of the summer. On their departure in the autumn all arms 
and ammunition in the stores were placed in charge of responsible 
British subjects. 


This slight disturbance did not dislocate our work very much, 
as it occurred during the busy part of the fishing season, when 
the majority of our people are occupied with the catching and 
curing of their fish, and when they have not much time to visit 
the station. An enforced absence of longer duration ‘for so large 
a portion of the Mission and Trade staff might have caused con- 
siderable inconvenience. | 
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The Cod Fishery and its Importance. 


We cannot avoid making reference to a subject which is 
probably mentioned in every Annual Report from the Labrador 
mission-stations, viz., the cod-fishery. This industry has grown 
to be so important that the very existence of the Eskimo race in 
Labrador depends on it. Formerly the seal fishery occupied the 
premier place in the Eskimoes’ varied manner of life, but, owing 
to various causes, this has had to take second place, and the 
welfare and prosperity of the Eskimo now depends largely on 
whether or not he is a good fisherman. 

The fishing season of 1915 was fairly good round Hopedale, 
and the bulk of our people might have cleared their accounts in 
the Mission store if the proper spirit had possessed them. But 
some were moved by a spirit of discontent and disaffection and 
acted dishonourably and dishonestly, and sold their fish to other 
traders who had won them over with smooth words Of course 
they were flush with cash, and could indulge in all manner of 
necessary and unnecessary articles; but the consciousness of 
their unstraightforwardness and the remembrance of their un- 
paid debts must have been a heavy burden on their consciences. 
They had drawn supplies for practically twelve months from the 


~ Mission store on credit, and when they had the wherewithal to 


pay they turned disloyal. But, alas, the Eskimoes are often too 
easily won over by smooth words, and find out, when too late, 
that the trader’s voluble assurances of friendship and his deep 
interest in the welfare and prosperity of the poor down-trodden 
Eskimoes, of his being the “-Poor Man’s Friend,” &c., were only 
bits of bait to entice the unwary to the snare. 


An Abnormal Winter. 
The winter of 1915-16 was distinctly abnormal as regards its 


‘length and severity. Cold weather usually sets in in earnest in 


November ; sometimes we are frozen in before the end of that 
month ; but this year the weather kept mild all November and 
the greater part of December. We were able to record in the 
station Diary that up till December 22nd we frequently had rain 
and wet snow, the temperature hovering mostly in the vicinity of 
freezing point. Seals were plentiful, but the men residing at the 
station could not hunt much, owing to the prevalence of heavy 
winds. They, however, made use of every favourable occasion, 
and were successful in shooting a few seals. This gave us the 
opportunity of purchasing a liver or a piece of meat, and we have 
learned to appreciate a fried seal steak. Opportunities of buying 
venison are rare, land birds and game are scarce, so we have to 
look to water birds and seals for a supply of fresh meat, and, 

when once the taste has been acquired, these delicacies are not 
to be despised. 


An Unusual Christmas and Spring. 


The Eskimo’s aim and desire is to be at the station for 
Christmas. Many families move away in the autumn to their 
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sealing and trapping grounds, but all endeavour to be home 
again before December is too far advanced. When it drew on to 
the 20th and 22nd and we still had open water, we began to 
relinquish the hope of having a full congregation for the festival 
of all festivals. A few families who were residing in the vicinity 
came home by boat (quite a novel experience for that time of the 
year); other men came by boat to replenish their stock of pro- 
visions and to purchase a few luxuries for the festival, having 
reluctantly decided to spend Christmas away from home. They 
considered they would be running too great a risk to attempt to 
bring their families a long distance in a small boat. Others 
again, living farther away, had to make the best of the situation 
in their loneliness. But even under such circumstances we heard 
of many happy Christmas gatherings. The Eskimo has the happy 
knack of adapting himself to existing conditions, and, if he gives 
his mind to it, can find comfort and happiness in very little. 
The consciousness of God’s presence everywhere is his stronghold. 

The weather now began to get colder, but although the ice 
formed once or twice it was broken again by the heavy winds, 
and the sea did not freeze over in earnest till New Year's night. 
The winter was not exactly mild, but it was not severe for 
Labrador, and by the middle of April warm weather had’ set in 
again. [veryone expected night frosts which would retard the 
thaw; but the night frosts failed to come and the thaw continued 
unhindered. In one of our gardens a patch of ground was so far 

awed that we were able to sow carrot seed on April 29th. 
Early in May the sea-ice got very watery; the sea had melted so 
rapidly that the cracks in'the ice had not had time to open and 
the fresh water had not yet eaten channels through the ice, so 
there was no drainage, and travellers had the very questionable 
pleasure of wading through a sea of fresh water nearly knee deep 
on the sea ice. ‘The ice finally broke up and we became once 
more ‘‘ dwellers by the sea,” on May 26th-27th. We imagine this 
1s one of the shortest winters ever recorded for northern Labrador. 


Mission Work at and away from the Station, 


Mission work, ?.4., preaching, teaching, &c., has been carried 
on as usual among both Eskimoes and Settlers throughout the 
year. We were able to hold the customary services without 
interruption, except on one or two occasions when the winter 
storms were too severe. In the summer of 1915 we paid one 
visit to Uviluktok, the distant island where the majority of our 


Eskimoes have established their fishing camps, and, in the little ~ 


church there, built by the Eskimoes themselves, preached the 
gospel, and celebrated the Holy Communion with a portion of our 
communicant members. 

Long, cold, tedious journeys were made during the winter and 
spring by the Brn. Perrett and Asboe to the scattered, isolated 
homes of the outlying members, when services were held in the 


family circle, babies were baptised, &c., and a word of comfort,. 


cheer, and encouragement given where possible. Br. Asboe also 
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made one or two journeys to sick members, and his help and 
advice were highly appreciated. 


School for Settlers’ Children. 


For about nine weeks during February, March, and April we 
held school for the English-speaking children of the congrega- 
tion, most of whom were boarded in the school-house for the 
time. We had hoped to have our old and trusted friend, Mrs. 
Mitchell, to take charge of the children, but she was prevented 
by a case of serious illness and subsequent death in the family. 
This put us in somewhat of a dilemma, but a young and worthy 
couple, Henry Broomfield and his wife, kindly stepped in at short 
notice to fill the vacancy. It is no sinecure to undertake to cook, 
wash, and mend for, and generally supervise, 16 or 18 children 
for so long a time, but this couple cheerfully undertook the task 
and carried it through very satisfactorily. As things turned out, 
we scarcely know how we should have managed without them. 
The fathers of the children who undertake to provide the neces- 
sary firing for the school were not able to come here often enough 
to keep us supplied with firewood during the severe weather, so 
we had to depend very largely on what Henry Broomfield could 
haul with his three willing and capable dogs. Both he and his 
wife worked hard, and they not only kept the children well in 
hand, but also exercised a good influence over them. At the 
close of the school term we could notice that the children had 
made marked progress, and we urged the parents to keep them 
at their books as much as possible during the summer, so that 


they would not forget, entirely what we had with much labour 
drilled into them. 


We sincerely wish we were in a position to make ourselves 
wholly responsible for the board of the children while they are 
with us. Some of them we have to fit out with clothing received 
from Mission friends or provided from our own private resources, 
but we cannot afford to feed them too, and we know it is a 
struggle for some of the parents to provide the extra cash to 
meet the costs. When the children are living at home the cost 
of keeping them is not noticed so much; but, when they are 
boarded out for 8 or 9 weeks. no matter how economical the fos- 
ter parents may be; their food seems to come very expensive. 
But shall we ever reach such a goal ? 

What would be still better would be to have a proper Boarding 


- School with a resident teacher, then to collect as many children 


as possible, say at Hopedale, from the Makkovik, Hopedale, and 
Nain districts and keep them for 9 or 10 months, allowing them 
to return home for the summer. In this way something worth 
while might be accomplished, for some of the children are 
capable of learning. Our short school term is too short and the 
holidays are too long. The amount of energy the teacher or 
teachers are required to exert and sustain in order to achieve 


‘something with the children in the limited time, is too great a 


strain on members of the Mission Staff, whose hands are already 
A 


a 
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fall with the ordinary and extra-ordinary work of the station. 
One feels absolutely played out after the school term ends and 
one has got through no Jess than 36 services in 9 days during 
the Passion and Easter time. 

The [Eskimo scholars were.as usual taught by our chapel- 
servants Ambrosius and Johanna Assa. They undoubtedly do 
their best, but the best does not reach a very high standard ; 
yet we feel it utterly impossible to undertake the work ourselves. 
With a Boarding School as above mentioned arrangements might 


be made for the Eskimo children to take some lessons with the * 


English. In this way they would learn to speak English too, and 
this they are very eager todo. Mrs. Asboe held English night- 
school for several months for Eskimo lads and lasses, but they 
need to hear English spoken in order to learn it properly and get 
full benefit from what they learn at school. 


In the name of the Mission Staff, 
W..W. Perretr. 


Nain, 


A Poor Winter. 


The past year was in temporal matters decidedly a poor one 
for our people. We have already reported fully regarding the 
complete failure of the codfishery during last summer (1915), the 
‘results of the sealing operations during the exceptionally long 
autumn, and the meagre prospects of a paying fur-catch. ‘The 
natural consequence of all this was a very poor winter for our 
people here. ‘True, foxes were caught by a few persons—and 
these were valuable ones, too—but this was of no value to the 
majority. In January the general poverty of the community did 
not make itself felt so much, for an opportunity was given to 
many by the owners of sealing nets to earn a little money, either 
by bringing in the seals from the distant sealing places or by the 
curing of the skins. Still, there were quite a number to whom 
Poor Relief had to be given. However, during the second half 
of the winter poverty among the people became general. And 
unfortunately thus far no way has been found of providing them 
with work at such times. ‘The only thing which it has so far 
been possible to do for them, viz., the purchasing of firewood 
from them, cannot’ be continued for several winters consecutively. 
The stock of firewood would grow to enormous dimensions. Last 
winter we were able to go on with it; but what is to happen if 
_ the coming winter isa poor one too? And. the buying of wood 
supplies has this disadvantage that it is no relief to the poorest 
of the people. These own neither dogs nor large sledges. On 
their small sledges they bring in the fuel which they require for 
their own houses, they hauling the sledges themselves. Only 
when the “ going.” is good, and the weather is not too cold, 


are they able to bring wood for sale.. For them there are no- 
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aS means of livelihood in the winter, and if one wants to assist them 
“a one has to give them Poor Relief, without expecting anything in- 
* return. This has been the case during the past winter also, and 


the Poor Relief which it has been necessary to dispense has 
mounted up considerably. Happily the hard winter closed some- 


F what more favourably. Early in the month of April some of our 
fs people started off to hunt reindeer. Okak people who came here 
. on a visit brought the news that a small stray herd of rein- 
. deer had been seen somewhere between Nain and the Kiglapait 
n Mountains. It was the intention of our huntsmen to tfack and 
# shoot these animals. Unfortunately, they had all their trouble 


for nothing. On the other hand, some of our Eskimoes suc- 
ceeded in catching a few seals near the edge of the ice, and also 
a walrus, with the result that everybody was once again able to 
enjoy a few meals of fresh meat. We were heartily glad when 
x milder weather set in and our people plucked up courage to go 
BS to their hunting-grounds, where seal hunting is more of a suc- 
é | cess than in the vicinity of Nain. 

| In consequence of the continuous mild weather the snow 
. melted quickly, and earlier than ever the streams and the rivers 
‘ began torun once more. All the roads leading to the reindeer 
i: hunting-grounds in the interior pass along the river beds, and 
accordingly the huntsmen encountered great difficulties and 
dangers. Some of them were away from home for more than 
two weeks. When travelling along a valley one of the men 
= suddenly found himself landed with his sledge in a rapid 
2 ~ stream, and it was only with great difficulty that he was saved. 
by his companions from what seemed to be certain death. 


Owing to conditions such as these, only small quantities of | 
fresh meat could be obtained. 


2 Sickness and Deaths. 


Considering the great poverty of our Eskimoes, we were 
specially thankful that our people were spared any general 


. Fe attacks of illness. We were very much saddened by the death, 
te in the latter part of last summer and autumn (19195), of three 
i ee: children from meningitis Up till then they had got on well. 


: ie Later on, too, several children died in early infancy ; however, 
. ie these had shown but little vitality from the beginning. ‘Three 


3 gens 
es 


i adults departed this life during the year under review. Thomas 


Pualo was one: He had at one time been a member of the Zoar 


- 
aj. 


i, ie congregation. Later on he was for many years a satellite of the 
it Reo 


Hudson’s Bay Company at Davis Inlet, and then spent the 
closing years of his life here at Nain in straitened circumstances. 


mS Many years of sickness have helped to ripen him spiritually. He 
tee departed this life during the enforced absence of the missionaries 
hh SS in St. John’s. | 

(ee , ’ Another happy deathbed was that of a young woman, Hedwig 
\ ee Illiniartitsijok by name. The good Lord, after freeing her from 
“4 the fetters of sin, and from mental darkness which came over her 


at times, made her a disciple of His. She was only 22 years of 
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- age when she was carried off with consumption. We firmly 
believe she died a saved sinner. 

Finally, death also came as a happy release to Jonathan 
Igluliorte, who was for some years our organist. He too was 
suffering from tuberculosis. Only last summer it looked as if he 
would get well again. His stay at the Okak Hospital brought. 
him no relief to speak of—indeed, Jonathan, who was full of 
hope when he entered the hospital, returned home in very low 
spirits and thereafter often thought his end was approaching. 
But the Lord had first to take this most impatient and trying 
patient through a long school of suffering, before his release 
came. Not until the beginning of the present year did the 
end come. He died very quietly and full of trust. — 


Card-playing, Dancing, ete. 


The seasons of external trouble unfortunately did not have a 
good effect upon the spiritual life of the congregation. Already 
in the previous winter the trader, Mr. White, met our wishes by 
promising not to sell any playing-cards to our people. ‘This 
promise he has faithfully kept, and has also declared himself 
willing not to encourage dancing, but rather to tell the people, 
when they seem to want to have it, that as members of the 
Church it was their duty to obey the Church rules. In this 
way we are protected outwardly in this direction. And it is very 
desirable that it should be so, for dancing and card-playing, also 
drunkenness, have been much in evidence. And of course sins 
of oa flesh have accompanied these, and have caused many 
to fall. 

Adam Karpik, who is probably the most faithful of the chapel- 
servants, was made a policeman last autumn by Mr. White, who 
is a Justice of the Peace He attends to his new duties most 
faithfully. However, his fellow-countrymen do not make things 
easy for him. Indeed, at times there have been most unpleasant 
scenes between him and the other members of the Church Com- 
mittee, and poor old Adam was accused of all sorts of things. 
But he has allowed nothing to daunt him. 


Missionary Tours and School Work 


We visited several times the settlers and Eskimoes who live 
away from the station. These visits are always declared to be 
welcome, and the settlers especially are always ready to make 
sacrifices in order to get the missionary to come to their homes. 


We regret to say that it was not possible for us to carry on the 
school for settlers’ children during the past winter. After all the 
needful preparations had been made, circumstances arose shortly 
before the time appointed for the commencement which made it 
impossible for Mrs. Voisey, the school matron, to come. Nor 
could we find anyone suitable to take her place. On the other 
hand, the Eskimo school was carried on, and was well attended. 
Good results, too, were achieved. 
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This winter again Nascopi Indians made their appearance at 
this station. this time with their families. Their chief, Ostanitzu 
was also here. After staying a few days and enjoying the hospi- 
tality of the place, they moved inland to a spot about an hour's 
distance from the station. There they remained for several weeks 
living in their tents, but some of them turned up almost daily at 
the station for the purpose of trading. Again and again we feel 
sorry that we are unable to do anything for them from a spiritual 
point of view {The language barrier stands in the way—Ep |. We 
are thankful to God that, apart from the temporary interruption 
last summer referred to before, we were able to do our work 
without hindrance. The Lord has granted us health and happi- 
ness in His service. God grant that this may remain so. 


Okak. 


A Mild and Short Winter. 


The month of June has closed, another year of grace has 
passed for us and our work in this place, and we are thankful to 
God that we have been enabled to labour on undisturbed by the 
awful war that is raging in- Europe. Soon we hope to hear 
details of the events that have taken place in our respective home- 
lands. . In our waters there is no ice to be seen anywhere to pre- 
vent vessels from reaching us. The season is extra early, as the 
winter has been very short and mild for this land. We have 
really only been frozen in for four or five months. Our oldest 
inhabitants do not remember such a mild winter for 40 or 50 
years. We had water at Christmas time, and in consequence 
many Eskimo families (14) wisely remained at their sealing- 
places, utilising the opportunity so given to provide for their 
temporal needs for the winter. In January, 1916, with a much 
improved catch of seals, the sealers returned to Okak. Weare 
pleased to be able to report that the seal-fishery for the Store 
and the Eskimoes was much better than in the previous winter 

Of certain events that happened in August, 1915, affecting 
the staff here and at our other stations in Labrador, you have 
already heard. A Government official came to enquire as to the 
nationality of the missionaries, and, owing ‘to the war, nearly all 
our colleagues were taken to St. J obn’s, S, Newfoundland, on board 
the Harmony. Happily they were !permitted to return by her to 
continue their work at’ their respective stations. For a time 


some uncertainty and inconvenience was felt in carrying on our 
work. . 


Health, Accidents and Deaths. 


The health of the missionaries has been good, and, everythin g 
considered, we may say the same of our people. ‘Epidemics have 
been scarce, and we have not been sorry. Accidents there have 
been. At the beginning of November, a young man. accidentally 
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shot himself in the arm. Fortunately he was not more than a 
couple of miles away from the hospital. At the end of November 
two single young men were drowned at the sealing-place in 
Mugford Tickle. While putting a seal net in order, the boat 
was upset, and five men were thrown into the water. Three 
were saved by a boat going to them, but two sank before they 
could be reached. The bodies were not recovered. ‘The im- 
pression made by the immersion upon the minds of the rescued 
was good, particularly upon one married man, who 1s forty years 
of age and not a communicant member. 

Accidental and sudden deaths on sea and land always i impress 
our people, but the impression passes away much too soon. 
Since we last wrote to you our congregation has been reduced, 
to the extent of 12, by death, 7 adults and 5 infants. One of 
the adults was a Helper, Fred Mele, who, after a long and 
tedious illness, passed away desiring to be with his Saviour. 
A fisherman from an American schooner, left here in the hospital, 
also died and lies buried in the gravey ard. 


Village Life. 


In the village, life has gone on much as usual, sanitarily and 
morally. ‘l'rue, of beer-brewing and card-playing we have not 
heard much. Of dancing, so-called, with Newfoundlanders, last 
summer, we have heard. Of family squabbles we have heard 
next to nothing, and in consequence our Watch Committee 
members have not had much to do. But during the winter there 
was an innovation, now there is a resident magistrate on the 
coast He had two cases in Okak brought before him. Two 
women quarrelled, and the result was a trial for slander. The 
accused was found guilty and fined over $16.00 (£3 6s 8d). The 
other case was for stealing fox-traps. ‘The fe cies was also 
found guilty and fined $16.00 or 14 days imprisonment with 
hard labour. As the money was not obtainable for his release, 
the man (single) was taken to Nain, where he was imprisoned 
for the time specified. It grieves us that such means have to be 
used to enforce law and order, but there are a few persons in 
Okak with ears to hear who hear not, profaning heavenly and 
earthly law and order. It is therefore to be hoped that this 
exercising of the power of our earthly King will act asa deter- 
rent to evil-dcers who will not listen to the teachings of the 
gospel of our heavenly King. 

For another year the gospel of our Lord and Saviour has been 
faithfully preached in Okak. Other means of grace also, to help 
on our people in the way of clean, holy, Christian living, have 
been used, and ~with some success, as we know from the lips and 
lives of some. Again and again we have had proof that our 
labour is not in vain among this people. This year we havea 
much smaller list of persons who have been under Church 
discipline. Temptations abound to this people through the 
conditions and manner of their life, herding together in Okak 
and at the sealing and fishing-places. The rendezvous of New- 
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foundland fishing vessels are particularly dangerous to the 
moral welfare of many young girls and women, and we are 
helpless in the matter: But wecan and do commend them to 
the care of our Redeemer. 

The Sunday services have been well attended. A confirmation 
class, of 8 persons, was formed, and these were confirmed on 
Palm Sunday. On Maundy Thursday Holy Communion was 
celebrated and the newly confirmed sat down with us at the 
Lord’s Table. At the same, 129 persons were pregent—72 
females and 57% males. Our Holy Communion services are 
always a source of pleasure to us, and the Passion Week celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper is always an important and solemn 
service to our Eskimoes. All who possibly can, attend. 


Temporal Matters. 


In temporal matters the past winter has been better than the 
previous poor winter, owing to a better and bigger catch of 
seals. The Cod-fishery was very moderate,and many did not 
clear their liabilities. to the Store. Foxes have not been plenti- 
ful, and are of an inferior quality. Poor Relief we have had to 
dispense to some, but not to the same extent as last year. 

For all the mercies enjoyed by us and our people we are 
thankful to God. We are far away from the theatre of war, and 
have been able to carry on the Lord’s work here without being 
hindered. ‘This favour we gratefully recognise. May it be 
continued to us, and the Lord’s blessing added to our labours, 
that the souls of this people, for whom Jesus died, be saved 
from sin in all its forms. 

In closing this report we thank all friends in the homelands 
for their prayerful remembrance and kind help in our work. 


S. Townley. 


Killinek, 


No one has suffered want during the past year—indeed, the 
Lord provided amply for everybody. -Such years are not fre- 
quent in this country. Recor 

In the summer of 1915 we were not as often in touch with the 
outside world as in former years. The ships from Canada which 
otherwise always passed through here on their way to and from 
Port Nelson, in the Hudson’s Bay, did not come at all. One 
steamer, the JZ/:nto, came in here en route to the Hudson’s Straits 
for the purpose of completing the erection of the lighthouses 
there. But before this steamer the Wascopte, the Hudson’s Bay 


Company's boat, arrived here om August 9th. This vessel we 
can almost for certain expect to see annually on August 9th—- 
four years running it has reached us on that date. Se. ae 
Our first letters were brought us that summer on July 18th by 
the Rev. 8. M. Stewart’s motor-boat, which was piloted hither 
These stayed here for 
On the day 


from Hebron by two Newfoundland men. 
nearly a week. and then proceeded to Fort Chimo. 
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the motor-boat left us we had a thunderstorm in the afternoon — 
the only one we have had since we came here four years ago. 

The Harmony was with us from the 15th to the 20th of 
September. 

On January 10th we despatched our winter mail. As, how- 
ever, in many places there was as yet no ice on the sea, and there 
was a great deal of snow on the land, it took the carriers 19 days 
to get to Hebron, whereas in ordinary times it is a journey last- 
ing only four days. And as the Hebron mail had left for the 
South the day previous to the arrival of our men, the latter were 
obliged to proceed to Okak. We received the answers to our 
letters from the South when Mrs. Clara Lane, the Hebron post- 
mistress, arrived here on April 14th. Our messengers returned 
to us on February 23rd, after a full week’s journey. Mrs. Lane 
was only five days en route from Hebron. 


Temporal Affairs. 


Economically the past year was a very good one. It isa long 
time since so many seals were caught here. As the sea remained 
open until Christmas, the sealing season was long. In the Store 
nets 75 white whales and 367 seals were taken. Several polar 
bears were likewise captured—one quite near to the station. 
But it was a poor year for foxes. Not even at Aulatsivik were 
there any this last winter. ‘There are nearly always some there 
As a result the heathen in those parts were in great want; for 
they do not possess any sealing nets, and were therefore not able 
to catch many seals in the autumn. Accordingly, they frequently 
came to Killinek during the winter and shared with our people 
their rich supply. Ptarmigan, too, which in other years pass 


through here in large flocks going northwards, failed us 
altogether. 


Health. 


The health of our people was good, apart from Influenza 
which attacked many of them for a time before the Harmony 
reached us. During the Passion Week, too, a good many were ill 
with the coughs and colds that occur annually about that time. _ 


Attendance at the Church Services. 


The services were again well attended during the winter 
months. However, after Easter the attendance fell off. This 
_ is not peculiar to Killinek alone. It is also the case at the 
stations in the South. It seems as if many of our people believe 
that it is not necessary for them to go to church after Easter! 


Church Contributions. 


At the close of the year we suggested to our people that, in 
view of tlhe past year and its rich booty, they ought to show their 
gratitude to God by giving liberally to the collections for church 
and Foreign Missions. They were urged not to drop behind the 
other stations jn this matter, especially as the latter had been 
steadily doing better from year to year, particularly for the 
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Missions. Our chapel servant William took our words very 
much to heart, and proceeded to call all the men together for a 
meeting in the house of David, who is the richest man in the 
place. He thereupon once more laid the whole matter of the 
idtectians before the assembled men, and came out with the pro- 
posal that each man should contribute 5 dollars annually for 
iGésione—Ae certainly would do so. However, he did not find 
favour with the men. David, who could easily. have given the 
amount proposed, stated that he would gladly give one dollar, 
but no more, and the majority of the men said the sare thing. 
William then came.to me and bemoaned the failure of his 
endeavours, but said he would bring me his five dollars. And, 
true enough, during the course of the winter he handed me 
$5.90 (£1 4s. 7d.), and his wife in addition gave $1.50 (6s. 3d.). 
This is the first time a woman has ever given anything for 
Missions at this place. Our other male chapel-servant, Benjamin 
Onalik by name, William's son-in-law, brought two dollars 
(8s. 4d.), and his wife, who as well as her mother is a chapel- 
servant, also contributed one dollar. Of the remaining men, 
four brought me their dollars, some brought less than a “dollar, 
others gave nothing at all, although they had been to me and 
had promised to give something for the Missions. Some came 
and asked me how much they were to give. Of course, I told 
them there was no compulsion whatever, but also that there was 
no limit set to their benevolence-—God loved a cheerful giver. 
Although not all have brought me the contributions which they 
promised, still, in all, $18.9 (£3 15s. 4d.) has come in as a dona: 
tion from 10 men and 2 women. One of these men, who isa 
settler, gave 2/7 cenis—he could easily have made it 27 dollars! 
As a matter of fact, those who are the least well off have given 
most, for William is not one of the rich men at the station. 

Will those who are concerned for the temporal and spiritual 
wellbeing of our Eskimoes, please, pray and work for them and 
us, in order that in this land also the strongholds of Satan may 
be pulled down and ‘‘times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord "’? 


MORAVIAN MISSION HOSPITAL, OKAK. 


oe 


Report of Work done: July Ist, wit-dute 30th, 1916. 
ee 


The health of the people at Okak has again been good during 


-the past year : out of 18 children born, only four. died. 


; | Out-Patients, 


There were 1,537 attendances in the out-patients’ foom.. 


During last summer no fewer than 54 men from Newfoundland 


schooners were treated as out-patients—a great increase on the 
year 1914-1915. 


——~s 
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Dental Cases. 
Fifty-nine cases were treated —all extractions. 
Visits. 
Three hundred and sixty -three visits were paid to patients in 


their own homes. . 
In-Patients. 


Fourteen patients were treated in the hospital, five of whom 
were from Newfoundland schooners. 


Travelling. 


A visit was paid to Hebron and Killinek last summer in the 
s.s. Harmony. Hebron was visited in February, 1916, and a 
busy day spent there. Nain and Hopedale were visited in 
March, 1916. Visits were also paid by the motor-boat to camps 
near Okak both last summer and also this summer, as—owing 
to the early open water—we could get the motor down on 
June 10th, and she is working well. 


W. R. Bartow, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF QUINHAGAK, FROM 
JANUARY Ist, 1916, TO MAY 8lst, 1916. 


-HE time has come again to give a review of our work for 
the past half-year. With gratitude we can do so. 
The Lord has been kind to us. There has been no 
hindrance on account of the war as we hear there has 
been in many other mission-fields. No persecutions or 
hardships have tried our believers, and everyone has had his 
daily bread. Therefore, we have many reasons for gratitude. 


Steady Progress at Stations and Out-stations. 


The work at the station has been carried on as usual, three 
services being held on Sunday, including Sunday School, and 
three services during the week. ‘The Helpers had instruction 
for a time, in the evening. All the younger people had singing 
and games on Wednesday evenings throughout the winter. 
How much of the Word of God, proclaimed on these occasions, 
has entered into the hearts of the people, we do not know. We 
only see their deeds; but thereby we know that the sowing has 


not been in vain. 
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Our Helpers had charge one evening of the weekday service, 
and every Sunday evening they took part, and spoke of their 
experiences or impressions. Occasionally other members also 
spoke. Almost invariably those who spoke on such occasions 
expressed their gratitude for the Word of God, declaring their 
sorrow that they did not follow it better. The Sacraments have 
been administered, and mission trips have been made; twice to 
Good News Bay, once to Togiak, once to Eek River and 
surrounding villages, and once to the Deer Camp and the 
village toward the mountains. 

Everywhere the people were glad and willing to listen. In 
Togiak the missionary received muck attention and assistance 
from the teacher and his wife there, and the people, although 
claimed by the Greeks, look expectantly for our coming. Itis a 
pleasure to see their simple, honest joy in the welcome they 
give. Even women and children are not bashful but come for- 
ward to shake hands. The only complaint they make is, that 
our stay is so short—a complaint always followed by the ex- 
pressed wish that we will come again. 

At Portage Bay, we were glad to see the good work our 
Helper has done. ‘The people come willingly to all the meetings, 
and, what was more surprising, they knew and sang all the 
older, familiar hymns. ‘This is remarkable, for dice is no 
instrument to help them learn the tunes. If young and old try 
so hard to sing, it certainly shows that they have a great desire 
to make progress, and it is a credit to our Helper David. 


At Kek River, Helper Neck is, thank God, well again. It 
almost seems as if he were better in health than he was before. 
His work does him’ credit, too. The welcome given to the 
Visiting missionary at that place was all that could be desired. 
All, old and young, came to shake hands, and whenever the bell 
rang, the kashim was crowded with willing listeners. ‘T'he sing- 
ing is really “ great.” We will not say that it would be “ great’ 
to a good musician. ‘here are sounds to be heard which do not 
belong to the tune, and very often the singing is too slow. To 
sing another voice is almost impossible, ahd one has to sing 
with the majority. But we are sure their hearts sing unto God, 
and before Him their singing is acceptable, no matter how un- 
musical the voices may be. 


The people there are very happy in the prospect of getting a 
school this summer. It is plamned to move the school from 
Renak to Eek River, where it twill be more appreciated. The 
people promised to give their help in landing the building 
material. They also voluntarily took down the large log-house 
which had been bought for a chapel, but which stood too far 
away ; and they brought all the logs to the place where the new 


building is to stand. 
Baptism of a Shaman. 


At a small village near Eek River an old shaman was baptized. 
It was his own desire. Many a time he has beguiled the people. 
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His personal appearance is rather uninteresting, but only as one 
would expect a sorcerer to look. Of course, before baptism, his 
life was talked over, and the will of God and His command- 
ments explained to him. He said he did not wish to be a 
sorcerer, but people often desired him to help them. He 
himself was surprised that people asked him to help, although 
none of those for whom he performed got any better. ‘This 
shows again that people who do not know God wish to have 
someone or something to trust—someone to whom they may 
look for help. Everywhere we find the people cannot live with- 
out believing. If they do not know the true God, or do not 
believe in Him, they believe in the Evil One. This man pro- 
mised to live a new life. May the spirit of truth lead him now 
into all truth in Christ. 
Other Baptisms. 


On our several trips four adults and nineteen children were 
baptized. One couple with two children, who belonged to our 
church in Nushagak, and had gone to Good News Bay in the 
Fall, later came here fora time. ‘Their only object was to have 
their two children baptized by us. Although the priest in 
Nushagak had offered to baptize them, they would not listen— 
since they were members of our Church, their children should 
also be members of our Church. ‘They also wanted Holy Com- 
munion with us; and, after their wish had been granted, they 
returned that long distance to their home in Nushagak again. 
This is certainly showing great loyalty to our Church. 


Church Festivals. 


We celebrated Easter a month before the date given in the 
Almanac. As Easter this year was exceptionally late, our 
people would have had to go to their several hunting grounds 
before the festival. Celebrating Easter at the end of March, we 
were able to read the story of Christ’s passion while all the 
people were still here, and every evening all attended the services, 
listening, as it seemed to us, with great interest. At Easter our 
church was filled as we seldom have seen it. At the love-feast 
in the afternoon, many things were mentioned which might help 
them to better and happier living, and they were asked, now, 
wherever they might be—whether away from the station or 
here—to practise what they had learned throughout the winter. 
At this time two deaths, both in one day, on our Good Friday, 
impressed us all. One was the death of Bertha, who had been 
suffering from an internal trouble for nearly a year. On that 
day she was allowed to go to her rest. The other was the death 
of our Helper Philip, the oldest man here, respected by all. 
Him we will miss much, for there was no meeting held that he 
would not attend when at the station. He very often took part 
in the services. But the best was, that he practised what he 
heard or proclaimed, and, therefore, he was an example to all, 
and in his diligence and energy he put many younger men to 
shame. Now his time had come to goup higher. And he was 
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ready. He passed away after a short illness, according to his 
wish to depart without long suffering. Such departures, where 
the fear of death is absent and the desire to go home is great, 
are the best signs that the Word of God is bearing the desired 
fruit. 


Our People’s Trust in God. 


In May we had an evidence of the trust of the people in God. 
The mud bars were all covered with thick ice, far out to the 
deep channel of the river. The men, with their kayaks on small 
sleds, would go out, over the ice (which was frozen to the 
ground), and in the open water they would wait for seals. On 
such trips they would sleep in their kayaks on the ice. One 
Saturday night a fearful south-east storm broke, with heavy 
rain, when nearly all the men were out there. ‘There was great 
danger. The strong tide might lift the ice, and drive it out to 
sea, or, at least, their kayaks might be blown away or broken. 
Great was our joy, later, when we heard that all were safe and 
well. Large ice-fields had been driven away, but the ice on 


~which our men were camping, although broken up, did not float 


away. They had great trouble in holding on to their kayaks. 
Several men from Good News Bay were with them. Some, 
rather frightened, gave up hope, but the stronger ones said, it 
was not right to give up hope, and if they gave up hope they 
would surely be lost. Then they prayed, and asked the Lord’s 
help, of which they had heard so much. And, lo! He did 
help them. About noon, the weather cleared again and the 
wind became calm. Some of the men from Good News Bay 
suggested that they should go hunting again. But our men 
said ‘‘ No”; it was Sunday, and, whether the missionaries saw 
them or not, God would see them, and so they would obey 
Him. 

Exactly eight days after, a strong-north storm raged for two 
days. Much snow fell and the cold was intense. Our men were 
all out on the ice again, unable to come home. Such experfénces 
show that, although life often seems easy for our people, or 
rather the procuring of a living, in Spring it is certainly very 
often a hard life. : 


May these incidents suffice to show our friends at home how 
the Word of God is bearing fruit here in the hearts of our 
people. 


Things tihasiret 


Concerning everyday life and needs, we are thankful that all - 


had their daily bread. lf some were rather short at times, it 
was their own fault, because they did not provide at the right 
time. We are glad to say that they realise the mistake, and 
say they will not repeat it. Owing to the steady, cold north 
wind, very few foxes have been caught since Christmas. The 
snow was hard and icy, so that no tracks could be seen, and no 
doubt the foxes did not venture forth as much as usual. 
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The weather has been steadily cold, with prevailing north 
winds. ‘l'he travelling was excellent. Everywhere the road 
was hard, so that there was no danger of open water. All the 
rivers were safe. 

Most of our people left, after we had celebrated Easter, some 
for the mountains, others towards the sea. We are glad that 
those toiling on the sea have been, in spite of their hardships, 
more successful than they have been for a number of years. 

Kew strangers have come through, but the mail has come 
regularly. So far, the mail has not brought the desired news 
of peace, fur which we hoped so earnestly. Rather, the news 1s 
of fiercer fighting. While we are thankful that we live in 
peace, we remember those who have to suffer so much from the 
war, directly or indirectly. Even our Helpers, when they offer 
prayer, often pray for the sufferers in Europe. 

This is.the latter part of May. At last there is open water 
everywhere again. South-east wind has driven all the ice away. 
The birds have arrived, but so far no really warm weather has 
come. It remains cloudy and cool, which hinders us much in 
fixing the boats or in gardening. But no doubt summer will 
come in due time. We will also mention that the school 
(throughout the winter) has been well attended, the number of 
children being larger than ever before. Everyone could see 
how much progress they had made, at the entertainment on 
Washington’s birthday, which did credit to both teacher and 
children. For several months five children from our deer-herd 
attended school also, and we hope next winter to have better 
accommodations for them. 

A. STECKER., 
Mr, anv Mrs. FT. ScHWALBE. 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF THE QUIGILLINGOK 
DISTRICT FROM JANUARY lst to MAY 3ilst, 1916. 


A Long and Severe Winter. 


Summer is here again, and how we all welcome it after the 
long and strenuous winter! 

It was an unusually cold winter from beginning to end, with 
cold north winds to intensify the frost. We generally expect 
good weather throughout the Spring, but this year it remained 
cloudy and cold until June. Consequently our people had to 
suffer from the cold to some extent, as wood’ is very scarce around 
here. Their houses, too, are very primitive and uncomfort- 
able, building material being hard to get. At Quigillingok there 
are only two real underground huts remaining. But even those 
that are built above ground are nearly all banked with sod on 
all sides, and covered with sod roofs. This helps to make the 
houses warm and to keep out the sharp cold winds during the 
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winter. It is readily understood that ventilation is poorly pro- 
vided for. But that is something they do not figure on when 
fuel is hard to get. 

With the severe winter and long delayed Spring, the food 
gave out before the people got fresh meat And so they some- 
times went hungry for days ata time. ‘his, however, is not as 
serious as it sounds to us. 


The Primitive Ways of the People. 


These people are still in their primitive state and they do not 
lay up as much food as they should. ‘There is nothing to pre- 
vent them from laying up more, except their laziness and 
thoughtlessness. So we need not pity them too much, but 
simply urge them on to do better, and they will improve from 
year to year ‘he farther one goes along the coast, the worse is 
the condition of the people, until one gets to Nelson Island. 
There the people have a more noble bearing and are more 
industrious. 


‘ Foxes and Seals. 


Since the war and the consequent drop in the price of furs, 
our people have had to go back to their primitive life to a great 
extent, since fur is their only medium of trade. ‘They do not 
earn as much through work as the people do up river. Conset 
quently they can buy very little of the white man’s goods. ‘lea 
and tobacco, to them, are the most essential, and they will get 
these at any cost. Second in importance, but also quite 
necessary, is a little cloth for their clothing. ‘This they use 
very sparingly, and it often lasts a long time, as they do not 
wear it out by washing. It is not uncommon to see some of 
the men out in the bitterest winter weather with a single pair 
of denim, or white drill, trousers, without underwear. 

There were bright prospects for a good seal catch this Spring, 
as the ice was laid far out over the bay. ‘The seul were very 
plentiful, as expected, but our people did not get more than 
their usual catch, on account of the constant wind and bad 
weather during the Spring. Whenever they happened to get a 
good day they made a big haul, some men getting as many as 
eight in one day. ‘These fine days, however. were: very few. 
Toward the end of the season, when the seal were just beginning 
to get really plentiful, a south storm broke up the ice and kept it 
in on the beach. The men could_not go out at all for nearly two 
weeks. The season, therefore, was not an unusually good one. 
Most of the people, however, have enough oil to last them through 
the-coming winter. | 


Health, Sickness and the Shamans. 


As regards the health of the people we have nothing to lament. 
While there was considerable bowel trouble among the children, 
none have died from it. During the whole year there were only 
four deaths in this village of a hundred and forty people. 
Only one died of consumption, although we know many of the 
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people to be affected by it. Had we had a mild and wet winter 
this disease would have been more active 

While the shamans are still active, trying to make a little by 
means of their cures, we are glad to note that they are losing 
influence and respect among the people. The father of the child 
which died of consumption had not patronized the shamans for 
two years. But as the child was very sick, a famous shaman 
from the next village offered his services and said that he could 
cure where meclicine failed. In his weakness, the father yielded 
and gave his child over to be ‘‘ shamaned.”’ The first cure failed, 
and the second cure failed, and the child died. ‘The people are 
now beginning to realise that the shamans are all fakes.. And 


the shamans themselves have to admit that their power has left 
them. 


Spiritual Progress evident, 


Spiritual progress is very evident among the people as a 
whole. A person often gets discouraged with the hypocrisy of 
many of them, but as you live among them, and teach them by 
example and word, both public and private, they get to learn 
more about the true Christian life. Many of them did not 
know that humility and self-sacrifice are essential to Christian 
life. Even though they may have heard of these things many a 
time before, they have not been able to apply the truth to 
themselves personally, until they see the Christian life exempli- 
fied. At different times people have come and told me how 
good they are. One man even told me that he thought he was 
the best man in the village. At such times one always has a 
good opportunity to talk to them personally concerning the 


Christian life. and to explain how a Christian is to think of 
himself and of others. 


Missionary Tours. 


After New Year the missionary spent considerable time in 
travelling. He went as faras Nelson Island. Although most 
of the people there are either heathen or Roman Catholic, they 
were very glad to see us, and attention at services was very good 


indeed At the nearer villages there were many requests for: 


baptism. Thirty-eight were baptized this winter from heathen- 
ism, and twelve children of Christian parents. There are many 
more applicants, some of whom are ready to be baptized, while 
others must first be instructed in the Christian faith. The 
‘‘ Lower Coast people’’ were visited twice, since New Year, by 
the missionary. 

Br. Butzin also made a trip along the coast and spent several 
days in Quigillingok on an official visit. 

During the winter our local Helper, Noah, made several trips 
to the neighbouring villages, in spite of the fact that he was 
in poor health all winter. “His testimony to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a great force wherever he goes, as. he is sincere and 
lives his Christianity in his daily life Helper Robert from 
Akiak also came as far as Quigillingok; and kept services here 
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as well as at the other villages from here on up to Bethel. Un- 
fortunately, the missionary was not at home at the time to see 
Robert. But his visit was one of edification to our people. 

Communion was administered in Quigillingok once in the 
new year. A class for baptismal instruction was held every 
evening for one week. We also had instruction for the Helpers 
again. But as Helper Charley was anxious to go home we closed 
on the third day of instruction. : 

Occasionally an unfounded report shia us will get abroad 
among the natives which can be of decided detriment to our 
work. For instance, one man asked me how many baptisms | 
had had this year. When I told him, he exclaimed: ‘My! you 
are getting rich!’’ When asked why, he said that I was 
getting a dollar for every baptism from the Church. Another 
man at Tsitsing had told the people there that a missionary is 
supposed to hand out a lot. of tea whenever he goes among the 
people. When I got to that place the people begged so persis- 
tently for tea that I divided what little tea I had, but when it 
was gone some of them gave me a good scolding for being so 
stingy! While such incidents may seem amusing to you, to us 
they are quite trying. 

Helper Dick accompanied me on all of my trips, and himself 
often testified to the gospel of Jesus Christ at our meetings. 
Since New Year the missionary was absent on missionary trips 
twenty-nine days, besides some trips made for hauling supplies 
and going backward and forward to the boat. Services held on 
these trips numbered forty-one. Noah kept about fourteen 
services on his trips. 

We trust that our friends at home stand ready to intercede 
for us. before the throne of grace, that wisdom and patience may 
be given us, and that we may be kept from temptation and 
narrow-mindedness. Pray also for the out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit on our people. So our work—and your work— 
among the Eskimoes may prosper. Without the Holy Spirit 
our efforts would be in vain. to Him be the glory for ever. 


FERDINAND DREBERT. 


reo 


MINERS’ WAGES IN ALASKA. 
—-— 


By Br. A. Stecker. 


N our Editorial Notes in the December, 1915, issue of our 
magazine, p. 402, the following ° was stated with nes to 
Alaska :- 


i Aisiisilian to a newspaper published in Seattle, Wash., 
U.S.A., a rich gold strike has been discovered at Canyon 


- 
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Creek, about twenty-five miles up the Kuskokwim River from 
Bethel. It is claimed, says the Moravian, that over $100,000.00, 
or over £20,830, in gold has been taken out by the miners at 
this place. White men are receiving as much as $6.00 (25s.) 
per day in wages, so that all are flocking thither.”’ : 

After reading this, Br. A. Stecker, one of our Alaskan 
missionaries, stationed at Quinhagak, near the mouth of the 
Kuskokwim River, wroté us as follows on May 4th of the 
present year :— : 

‘In the Pertopicat Accounts of December last I see that the 
wages for miners are stated to be $6 per day in a mining camp 
not far from Bethel (Quichluk). ‘This is correct. But as it 
stands it might give the impression to many readers who do not 
know much about Alaskan conditions as if these were awfully 
high wages, and one could make a lot of money working as a 
miner. Therefore, I thought a little explanation would. be well, 
so that no one might get the impfession that money is easily 
made in Alaska “The fact is, $6 and board are as a rule the 
wages for miners, or $10 without board per man per day with 
ten hours’ work. 

‘On the face of it, that seems to- be good wages; yes—but 
ten hours a day, shooting dirt, sand, or gravel into sluice boxes, 
sometimes over your head, is very hard work. Many cannot 
stand it long, and have to knock off. ‘That means, also, no pay. 
~'Then, standing almost daily in water means rubber boots, and 
these were sold there at $16 a pair! 

Work begins about June Ist and lasts to about September L5th, 
if all goes well. But sometimes there is either no water for the 
sluice boxes and work is at a standstill or there is not enough 
food in the camp and so work ceases. Food at many places has 
in winter to be brought by sled: to the mine at Quichluk, I 
think, they pay 5 cents per lb. for carriage. In summer, by 
boat, it was 25 per cents. per lb. from Bethel! In Bethel, of 
course, it is bought at Alaskan prices. Now,a man must have 
rubber boots, socks, shirts, underwear, and other clothing, and 
buying these articles there at the camp (which they nearly 
always have to do) takes away many a day’s wages. Leta man 
be unable to work steadily for a length of time, or let the work 
stop for some of the reasons mentioned above, then he has to go, 
and—the long winter, with little or no work, lies before him, 
and he has to live, buy provisions for the winter, and do the best 
he can. Thus, while such wages seem to be very high. anyone 
who knows the conditions here does not find them at all out of 
proportion, but wishes they might be higher. 

“Of. course, I am writing this simply to explain why wages 
are what they are stated to be, in order that, if possible, no one 
may gain the impression that they are very high for here or that 
money can be made easily day by day. J know that many have 
had that idea, and have ‘come to Alaska hoping, by diligent 
labour, the sooner to obtain what will make them independent. 
I do not want to, discourage strong young men from trying 
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Alaska. There are chances for a good many yet; but I would 
not like to see people come here under a false impression, for 
this would discourage them. 


‘We are, thank God, well, and very glad that Spring is 


coming. It has.been a long and steady winter ; the mountains 
have a great deal of snow ‘on them still, and on the flats the ice 
is not gone. although our river has cut 2 channel through it. 


‘Our work has been and is encouraging, for which we are 
glad. 


S Almost everyone wants to hear news from the outside world, 


as the war is in everyone’s mind. Ido hope the Lord will soon 
bring.it toan end. It is so sad that so many missionfields have 
to suffer under it.”’ 


A Oe 


AUSTRALIA. 


—— =< 


Report to the Convener of the Queensland Executive 

of the Foreign Mission Committee, showing in brief 

the State and Progress of the last two years’ Mis- 
sionary Operations, ending June S30Oth, 1916. 


General Remarks. 


yt may be permitted to state at the outset that, on 


Ne 


November 28th of this year, we will have completed 
the 25th year of this Station’s histcry, and in grati- 


vi 


tude for God’s countless mercies, help, and deliver- 
ance we would raise our Ebenezer. 


We had hoped that before closing this first quarter of a 
century we would have had a legal title to the Mission property, 
but that does not now seem possible 

The history of the Mapoon Mission for the past two years 
varies little from that of preceding years. The work still pre- 
sents peculiar difficulties, partly owing to the. different stages of 
development of the people under our care. 

(1) The old people do not wish to be disturbed, and are more 
of a hindrance than a help to the work. “They do not, how- 
ever, object to the material benefits dnd blessings with which 
they have been surrounded. There is no esprit de corps, and no 
desire to improve even their social conditions. 

(2) The young require not only isolation from the outside 
world, but what has proved still more difficult, separation from 
their own people. Where the latter was possible a marked differ- 
ence is noted in their manners, ways, and point of view, as con- 
trasted with those who were not so fortunate. 


Pe 
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_ (3) The half-caste problem represents perhaps the greatest 
difficulty, and the importance of solving it is only partly realized. 
If properly trained they will become valuable members of the 
community, with ideals not less high than those of the white 
race. ‘lhe demand for labour outside the Mission will be an 
ever-increasing danger’to the healthy development of the half- 
castes. ‘l’o compel them to stay at the Mission does not remove 
the difficulty. 

But little progress has been made towards the allotment of 
lands to approved individuals. Should this be completed, still 
better results might be expected. 


Spiritual Work, 


Divine service has been held twice every Lord’s Day as well as 
Sunday-school and weekly prayer meetings. Most of the services 
have been well attended and, we believe, were appreciated. 

The average morning attendance was 75, and the evening 105. 
Regular services have been held at the two outstation settlements 
by men of their own community. The average attendance on 
settlement 1 was 35, and on settlement II 14. 


The Mapoon native teacher has occasionally conducted services 
for the old people in their own dialect. All the other religious 
meetings have been held in English. 


No additions to the Church have been recorded, but 6 children 
of Christian parents have been baptized, and 5 couples were 
married. 

A number of candidates who have openly taken their stgnd on 
the Lord’s side are being prepared for baptism. We closed the 
year 1915 with a baptized community of 108 souls, 57 being 
communicants. 

The following table will show the gradual development of the 
Mapoon native Church :— 


Status at the close Baptized adults Status at the close Baptized adults 


of the year and children. of the year and children. 
BOG oi eee |) 0 nen eee aromas. 
1899. voit) | TS eg ge 
RR ak ee LOG 5 eA Pee 
eee ct eee SUL. sa cs ee 
RE Gcjog eee Rett se eS BB 
POOR SNe 3 ih ee 3 | RR eee ws 
1904... bree 4) TOR ake mrs | $< 
TO SS aoe se ee igs. 192 
1906 aia YL, oe siceas be 


181 baptisms have taken place at Mapoon-during the last 20 
years. ‘The discrepancy between the number baptized (181) and 
the number as shown in the table has been caused by death or 
removal. 

The importance of self-sacrifice, and of the necessity to be up 


and doing, has been impressed upon our.advanced Christians at. 


every opportunity, with gratifying results. 
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They partly provide for one of the native teachers, and are 
preparing the material for a new church at one of the settle- 
ments. Most of the young people contributed towards the 
French and other Missions, and have done a fair amount for the 


Red Cross. 
Educational Work, 


The educational work, which involves a great deal of time and 
thought, has been well maintained. ‘The constant strain of this 
work may be realized when it is understood that no holidays 
during the year are possible for the teachers, because most of the 
boarders, being orphans, have to remain at the school. We regret 
therefore the enforced absence of Mrs. Ward, who is especially 
gifted for this important branch of the work. ‘The whole burden 
has to be borne, for the time being, by Mrs. Hey. 

The average attendance at school was 63 (27 boys and 36 
girls), most of whom are boarders. ‘Thus a regular attendance 
was assured. 

On Wednesdays and Saturdays, as well as between school 
hours, all the children were employed outside the ordinary 
course of school routine. 

The school again carried off a number of prizes at the last 
Exhibition for exercises, needlework, and other handicraft. 

A sewing class for women was held every ‘Tuesday, followed 
by a Bible lesson, of which many availed themselves. 


Medical Work, 


Among a sick and dying people some knowledge of medicine 
is indispensable. The health of the young was exceptionally 
good, but among the heathen there was a great deal of Tubercle 
and other loathsome diseases that required our attention. Fifteen 
births and 11 deaths have been recorded during the last 18 
months. ‘The following table should be of some interest :-— 


Year, Deaths. ; Births. 


OS re ay 3 
a es Ie Se 5 
ee RE see OCR ae 4 
SOO ee hee, “aes. { 
Tero ee 6 3 
SE oe BR 5. 
NE rf Wage 6 
BORN Mic Cassese BN 6 
“Th eh apes ees eo: 1? 
7) SLES ae sae 2 eee 13? 
OTP ES ee ei AEC eE SG a | eager ema | 
TS Reece SRG ORR RA i” 


1915-16 (18 months) 11 os eps ae Y 


The improved birthrate is due partly to the power of the Gospel, 
and partly to the policy of bringing in new blood. 


Industries, Boats, §c. 
The Material, or Industrial, part of our work has again proved 
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a heavy task, and we would gladly give this branch into more 
capable hands. 

We need not repeat here what has often been told before, viz., 
how the out-settlements have been worked. It must suffice to 
state that this part of the Mission is practically self-supporting, 
and that the results obtained have always been for the exclusive 
benefit of the natives. 

The live stock, about 200 head of mixed cattle, 13 horses, and 
2 mules, are the property of the Mission, and do not belong to 
any one individual. 

The ketch J. G Ward has again done valuable service 
fgr the stations, in keeping up communication with Thursday 
Island and with the other stations, and carrying stores and mails 
month by month. ‘The expenses for the upkeep of the Mission 
boat for the past year have been kept considerably lower than 
other years, but this will not always be possible. 

The cutters Minnie and Batavia belong to the natives, and are 
no expense to the Mission, though the management of them is to 
a great extent in the hands of the missionaries. 

The launch Vamaleta has been very useful to us, and the 
expenses in connection with the working of it have also been 
paid out of personal exertions. 

The *‘ Mapoon Co-operative Native Store’ is still managed by 
the Mission Staff, for the exclusive benefit of the people. The 
Store had a turn-over for the last 12 months of £313 17s. 8d. 

Buildings, outhouses, and fences have all been kept in good 
repair, which is no light task in a land of storms, floods, and 
white ants. 

In conclusion, we desire to tender our hearty thanks to you, to 
your Executive, and to the Board of Missions, for forbearance, 
kindness, and help. 

We are also greatly indebted to the P.W.M.U. and many other 
friends for Xmas gifts and sympathy. Special thanks is due to 
the Ormond College Missionary Society for their continued sup- 
port of the Industrial Assistant, and to a friend in New Zealand 
for the support of a native teacher. 

To Him, our Lord, we commend anew the future of the North 
Queensland Mission, 


In the name of the Mapoon Staff, 


N. Hey. 
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EAST CENTRAL AFRICA. 


THE LATEST NEWS CONCERNING OUR 
NYASA MISSION. 
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HE Jissionsblatt for October brings the following 
tidings respecting our missionaries and our stations 
in the Nyasa Province of our Mission in German 
Kast Africa:--The subjeined private letter just to 
hand tells of the fate of our missionary families and 

their stations in Nyasaland. All the stations have been aban- 
doned, and the missionary families interned at Blantyre, in 
British territory, south of Lake Nyasa. ‘The letter is from 
Mrs. Uhlmann, whose husband was. until recently in charge of 
the station Isoko, in the south-west corner of the Nyasa 


Province, and it is dated Blantyre, July 14th, 1916. It reads 
in extract as follows :— 
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“ After a lengthy pause I am again in a position to write to 
you; but truly my heart bleeds within me when I think of what 
we have had to pass through. We were compelled to leave our 
stations, and were brought to Blantyre. My husband is not here 
yet, but the men are to come here too. Don’t be anxious about 
us ; we areallright here. Wehave a room tv live in in one of the 
Government buildings. In the same house the Adamis, Hollans, 
Sorensens, and Kellners, of the Berlin Mission, are also living, 
and more are to come. We have a few ‘boys’ to work for us, 
and we all have meals together. -Al/ our stations and those of the 
Berlin Mission have been abandoned and of our belongings we only 
possess at present three boxfuls and our bedding. Whether or 
not we shall recover anything more after the war is over, of 
course, we do not know. Everything, including our future, 1s in 


God’s hands. 


-**L, Uhlmann, Prisoner of War Internment Camp, Blantyre, 
British Nyasaland, Central East Africa.’’* 

Supplementing the foregoing,,we cull the following from the 
Herruhut of September 29th . =< Puring the week from September 
24th to 30th further private letters were received from Blantyre. 
From a letter of Mrs. SGrensen's, dated July 13th, it appears that, 
already in the middle of the month of May,she left Uténgule 
with her little child of two years of age and sought refuge at a 
place called Magoje, one of the stations of the Berlin Mission, 


- * = a 
i oF > a o 


} : 
| 
1) 
sf 
il 


t - 
t 
» 
‘ 4 
’ 
: + 
- ; 
7 , + 
\ ‘ 
+} : 
st 
: oi’ 7 
; : i ’ 
a 
1 : - 
- J 
: . 
a 
+ 
oh 
t 7 
tid 
ae | 
4 ’ i 
% 
» 
_ 
« 
’ 7. 
7 ? 
ai 
- { 4 
- > 
- : 
SS 
- 
- | ¥ 
§ 
4 - i 
Bat 
: b - 
: - 
: bet . 
’ wr &’ + 
: } 
J 
He 
, , Ne 
,*¢ 
& 
i | a 
: . 

iF 
> 

if 

‘ 
- 
a 
i 
>, 

a $> 
2: Sat 
: al 
e, 4 
; o ‘ 

4 : . 

. , ve 

t : 

ee 
: H 


4 
7 
; y 
a 
ie f 
Tr < 
*.. a. 
4 { 
3 
Ne > 
: ®: 
B24: 
nt he 
sa 
- 
rT * 
id i ri 
12S 
eB | 
3% 
‘ 8 
} ' 
hit : 
eta 
, 45 ; 
eis. 
its 
Shia 
i] - 
oe 


By eS AT ea eID 


ee 
ad 


_— 


* We regret to say that. on August 10th, Mrs. Uhlmann succumbed to 


an attack of blackwater fever. Her husband was with her at the time of 
her death,— Ep. 
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where the Kellners — aforementioned—were living. Other 
families had also fled thither. On June Ist her husband 
arrived, and on the 2nd the British troops. All the mission- 
aries present were made prisoners, and two days later they were 
removed to our chief station, Rungwe, where the most. necessary 
things were gathered together. All our missionary families, and 
some belonging to the Berlin Mission, were here and started 
together for the South. At Fort Johnston, at the south end of re 
Lake Nyasa, halt was made for about a fortnight. From Fort a 
Johnston the company. proceeded to Zomba, and thence to : 
Blantyre, where they will probably remain until the war is over. 

A private letter from Mr. Kretschmer, written a fortnight later 
than Mrs. Sorensen’s, describes the life in the camps. As far as 
possible, the ladies are lodged in houses of stone. The men live 
in huts built in the native fashion. Hushands and wives are 
allowed to see each other every afternoon for two or three hours. 
Mr. K. and eight other male missionaries were living together, 
and apparently they were quite comfortable. 

Mr. O. Gemuseus in a letter received from him states that on 
the following day they were expecting a visit from Dr. Hetherwick, 
the Superintendent of the Scotch Mission at Blantyre. 
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BY-PATHS IN HONDURAS, 


By the Br. G. R. Heath, Sangsangta, Nicaragua. 


y Gin since the establishment of our station at Cabo 
vl Gracias in 1899, our missionaries have from time to 
(cy time come in contact with the Miskito heathen of 

| Honduras; and the firstfruits of the people of Kruta and 


Kaurkirra were gathered into the Christian Church by 

Br. Gebhardt, whose journey led him as faras T'ansen. Br. 
Zollhoefer also devoted much attention to the Kruta people, with 
results of evident blesssing. . From Wasia, Br. Schramm. suc- 
ceeded in reaching the people of Auka, Tepi, and Laka. In 1914 
the Brn. Reinke and Fisher undertook a long and arduous 
journey through the whole of Honduranian Mosquitia, evangelizing 
the people, and exploring the country with a view to the establish- 
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ment of permanent missionary work. Asa result of their report, 
General Synod of 1914 decided to establish a permanent station 
at Kruta; but owing to the Great War it has not yet'(1916) been 
possible to carry that resolution into effect. Meanwhile it became 
the duty of the Sangsangta missionaries to get into touch with 
the Indians of the Butuk River, which is known to the Spaniards 
as the Rio Patuca. Most of these were not touched by the Brn. 
Reinke and Fisher in their tour, their villages being very 
isolated. 

The missionaries in Sangsangta are very much encumbered in 
their travelling by the virtual enslavement of the people of the 
district through debt. Even among the Christians there are 
those who owe the local trader as much as $240 gold (£50). In 
some cases these sums represent old debts contracted in heathen 
and drunken days. ‘Though attempts are made to pay them off, 
the debtors find themselves again entangled through lack of cash 
for current expenses. With others, failure to get-free is due to 
inability to break with the slipshod, improvident, uncontrolled 
habits of a lifetime. Others again, thinking to avail themselves 
of a momentary rise in the india-rubber market, took, as an 
advance, large quantities of provisions and other goods, and 
set out into the forest to cut enough rubber to pay off the whole 
account, including the old debt. But when after two or three 
months they returned, rubber was practically worthless, and their 
effort had only plunged them into deeper trouble. This year, the 
rubber market being again favourable, our men were induced to 
make another attempt ; “put this time with proper caution, using 
their own ground- provisions as far as possible, so that they might 
at least not lose. So it came about that the only Christian available 
for the journey was an old man from San Carlos, Stephen by name, 
who for years has kept out of debt. ‘T'wo heathen from Kiplapini, 
who know the Butuk country well, accompanied us. 

After passing the Auawas rapid, above Kiplapini, we poled for 
several hours up the Auawas Creek, a stream with rocks and 
little rapids, until we came to a small mahogany camp, the men 
of which were almost all scattered in the forest at their work. 
Here we tied our boat, and left our tarpaulin in the care of the 
cook. Our rubber bags, and a little collapsible canvas cot which 
is of great service on such journeys, were tied together con- 
veniently for carrying; and we set out into the forest. We had 
been told that the path was bad; and bad it certainly was. All 
through January unusually heavy Be sar had fallen, and the dry 
season was late in setting in. ‘mahogany cutter’s cattle had 
stirred up the soaked soil a, valor heavy mire for a few 
miles, and the cattle of a trader who conveys goods from the 
Wangks to the Butuk had similarly ploughed up the rest of the 
path. So, now slithering in the slime, now jumping from 
side to side to manceuvre our feet out of the way of the 
deepest mud, now dodging the long, thorny plumes of bamboo 
and overhanging branches of other trees, we got as far as 
Kuma Creek, where there was a disused ‘‘camp’”’ consisting 
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of one house. Most of the binitclitaiie connected with a mahogany 
camp are temporary structures without floor or sides. In this 
particular one we found an ox in possession and the ground 
under theshed churned into watery mud. The ox was ejected ; and 
we had prepared for the right, and were eating our evening meal, 
when a family of four made its appearance, to share the shed 
with us. The adults turned out to be a Wangks River sorceress 
and her husband, who had always been away from home when I 
had tried to visit them, and who were returning to the Wangks 
after a stay on the Butuk. Evening prayers gave us the oppor- 
tunity of presenting the gospel to them, and the telling of the 
story of Gethsemane brought out the response: ‘“ Thank you ; 
we did not know that before.” 

Rising early the next morning we spent the whole day 
trudging in the miry forest. Around us was much beauty ; 
every shade of green and brown and every shape of leaf appear- 
ing in profusions Under the highest trees, the branches of which 
form a roof a hundred feet above us, grow many varieties of low 
palms and ferns, as well as innumerable other plants, many of 
which the Indian turns to account in some way or other. But to 
appreciate all this beauty one needs dry weather ; and even then 
one's attention is apt to be distracted by the multitudes of ticks 
which are called forth by the heat. Flowers are not frequently seen 
in the depths of the forest, but more along its edge. Of birdsand 
animals we saw few; but one of the few, a fine, large curassow, 
was brought down by our pilot's gun, and made us a very good 
meal. Our path led us between high and very rocky hills, but 
we only caught glimpses of them now and then, when the shade 
of the mighty forest giants and the tangle of the tropical creepers 
were interrupted by creeks, or by clearings made for the purpose 
of getting out mahogany. ‘The mahogany is cut into logs from 
twelve to sixteen feet long, and often three or four feet thick. 
A hollow iron cone is fastened to the end of each log, which then 
slides easily over the ground, dragged by oxen, and is finally 
dumped into a creek. “Before we reached the Sutawala (Snail) 
River these clearings ceased ; and now, as we crossed the lower 
slopes of some of the mountains, masses of hard, whitish rocks, 
of all sorts of shapes and generally with very sharp edges, 
cropped out in the path at intervals. Heavy rain came on in the 
afternoon. and owing to the narrowness and intricacy of the path 
an umbrella could ‘afford but little protection. After the rain 
‘ceased every wet leaf, and especially every broad palm-leaf, poured 
out its burden of water on us as we brushed past. Contrary to our 
hopes, nightfall overtook us still in the forest. Sticks and palm- 
leaves were quickly cut and a shed made under which we were 
able to sleep in dry clothes. As the night drew dark we noticed 
that much of the moss on the ground and on the trees was 
phosphorescent and shone brightly in weird shapes. Some years 
ago a certain traveller in the forest kept mistaking such bright 
spots of moss for the eyes of a jaguar or panther, and spent most 
of the night shooting at them! In the misty morning, our wet 
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garments had to be put on again and the march resumed. Not 
far from where we made our encampment there is a little lake 
enclosed by the hills. It is said that once a party of Sumus 
went fishing in that lake, and caught a quantity. of sahsing, a 
kind of fish resembling trout and much prized in this country. 
Ten Sumus ate the fish, and the next day ten Sumus were dead ; 
so now the lake is believed to be haunted, and no one dares to 
steal the lake-spirit’s fish. We had no time to see the lake. 
The day soon became bright and warm, and before long we came 
out on the Butuk River. 

No human being was within sight or sound, but a raft and a 
small pitpan were tied at the river bank. Following the custom 
of the country, we determined to borrow the pitpan to go down 
to the nearest Indian settlement, and hire someone there to 
bring it back, borrowing or hiring another boat for our further 
journey. .But the pitpan proved too small for the four of us; so 
two poled up the river for about a mile to a*lonely Spanish 
house, hoping to get a boat there. ‘There was none to be had ; 
but we were informed that the raft had been left tied by some 
Spaniards who had come down the river, and, having no further 


use for it, hoped it might serve some other traveller. We 


cordially praised such kind thoughtfulness, which is very rare 
indeed in these parts. ‘he Indian, with his peculiarly jealous 
disposition, cannot bear the thought that, when he has had hard 
work to make or acquire anything, somebody else should derive 
benefit from it without payment. Many Indians will not plant 
fruit-trees, lest someone else might possibly eat the fruit ; and 
in some-cases the relatives of a man just deceased consider it 
their duty to cut down all his’trees. So, too, very often an Indian 
will take the trouble to demolish a hut, a brid ge, or a raft, rather 
than just leave it for the next comer. This raft which was 
placed at our disposal was made of six logs of light wood, with 
cross pieces near each end, to which the logs were ‘tied with long 
strips of bark. It was not the very lightest kind of wood that 
had been used; and only the two middle pieces were really 
above the water. However, it was comfortable and safe enough, 
and we floated down the river, but very slowly, as ‘we had no 
paddles. On our right, towards Nicaragua, was a chain of high 
and very rocky hills of the most fantastic shapes. The highest 
of these, Asangbusna (Burnt Hill), and also some of the lower 
peaks. are volcanic, and were both in eruption about twelve 
years ago, when, however, no harm was done. _, 

In a couple of hours we came'to the village of Krautara, 
beautifully situated on a high gravelly bank opposite a large, 
sandy island. (There is another Krautara. or Great Krau, on 
the Wangks; and, to distinguish the two, Wangks Krautara is 
often called Krausirpi, or Little Krau. Krau is a species, of 
palm). Here our pilot, Bowen, found a brother of his and 
various other relatives. who received us kindly. Our wet things 
could be dried, and plantain and cassava bought; this latter an 
important point, for we had been able to carry only a very little 


—_—_—_—_ 


food with us through the forest. Some food was also given us as 
a present. ‘he people of Krautara, about forty-five in number, 
are a mixture of the Miskito, Sumu, and Paya races, the Sumu 
element predominating. All three languages are spoken, but 
all the peuple, even the children, understand and speak Miskito 
perfectly, so the visitor has no need of the other two. The Payas 
of Honduras are now but few in number, but were once the chief 
race of the powerful kingdom of Payaqui, and even until the end 
of 1915 exacted tribute from the Sumus of the Butuk. [Except 
for the very few at Krautara, none of them live on the Butuk 
now, though their country, the chief village of which is Kulmi, 
can be reached by ascending the Wanpo Creek, a tributary of 
the Butux, and walking over the hills. ‘Their language sounds 
melodious, but is much more diflicult than either Miskito or any 
of the Sumu dialects. In the evening, when all the men of 
Krautara had come home from their plantations and other work, 
we had service, at which there was unusual quietness and atten- 
tion. “ Lhe story is good,’ was the comment; ‘‘ we have heard 
that there were ‘ parsons’ going about, but have never had the 
chance to hear what kind of * law’ they were bringing to the 
people’ Such comments do not mean that the people are now 
ready to follow Christ fully ; they do not understand enough for 
that yet; but it certainly does mean that an impression has been 
made, that some seed has been planted which will at least have 
the opportunity o! germinating. “Next morning before daylight 
the people began to assemble for another service, after which, 
having borrowed a pitpan, paddles, and poles, we continued 
down stream. Our route was still made picturesque by the 
rocky hills on either side, some rising sheer out of the river. 
One of these hills, on the left bank, is Kaunapa, where, accord- 
ing to Sumu tradition, the Great Ancestors of all the Sumu and 
Miskito people used to live. In the afternoon we came to 
Walpatanta, but had determined not to stop on the way down, 
but to get as far as possible by Sunday, as our time was limited. 
Landing, however, to tell the people to look out for us on Mon- 
day evening or ‘luesday morning, we found a carousal of 
cassava beer in full swing. All the men and some of the women 
were drunk, yet not too senseless to understand us. ‘* My 
wife,” said the chief man, Marcos, “is lying on the ground in 
the house over there ; ‘she has drunk too much Satan-water.” I 
asked him what he knew about Satan. “Nothing,” was the 
reply, ‘‘ but the sorcerers and others tell us that Satan is another 
name for ‘ulasa’ (demon). We dont know anything about Won 
Aisa (our Father} either, except that he lves up above.’’ And 
that is characteristic of Miskito heathenism. ‘The ancient religion 
has been shattered without any detinite system taking its place. 


‘There is a most powerful belief in evil spirits of every sort, some’ 


of whom the sorcerer pretends to control by the help of others 
more powerful. And to this belief has been added a dim con- 
ception of a supreme, kind-hearted Being, with whom it would 
be good to come into closer relation if only the demons would 
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permit. ‘These misty conceptions, though all distorted, are not 
without value as a point of contact. 

Leaving Walpatanta, we slept on an open, sandy beach. In 
the morning we found footprints that showed that a tapir and 
a roebuck had been prowling around our camp. . We had not 
heard them, much to the disgust of Bowen, one} is a good shot. 
Last thing at night, and again before daylight, our men 
wandered around the sand digging up tortoise-eggs, which are 
common in the month of February; but their desire to catch a 
mother-tortoise or two was not fulfilled. At various”points on 
the river, without spending too much time, they dug up about 
two hundred: of the eggs, which proved a valuable addition to 
our larder. We had now left the region of hills, and on Satur- 
day afternoon we reached Wauklangsa. We had hoped either to 
reach or at least to send word to the little settlement of Waksma, 
so as to invite the people to spend Sunday at Wauklangsa ; but 
it was. too late. 

Wauklangsa contains seven houses and about forty people. 
A relative of Bowen's, Antonio by name, received us in his house. 
He had travelled a good deal, and once intended to marry and 
settle down at Krukira, near ‘wappi, and become a Christian. 
But some circumstance or other had intervened: he had paid 
long visit to his Butuk home, and finally taken two. wives. He 
knew, he said, that his taking two wives had quenched the love 
of God in his heart. Close to him lives an ancient Jamaican, 
formerly a soldier, who had served in the Ashautee war of 1873, 
and afterwards drifted over here-and drifted in every other 
respect too. The old man immediately asked me to write him 
out a calendar for the next two months, for he had quite lost 
count of the days of the week as well as those of the month. 
There followed—for every Jamaican is very proud of his beau- 
tiful island and deeply loyal to the King of England—a long 
series of questions and observations: ‘*‘ How many Jamaicans 
have gone to the war?’’ ‘*‘ Who is Governor now? Sir Peter 
Grant, he was a fine Governor; he made Jamaica prosper! ”’ 
Then about the rebuilding of Kingston ; the electric street-cars ; 
the difference between an automobile and a traction-engine (!) ; 
the effects of last year’s hurricane, and soon. ‘The transition to 
spiritual things is not hard ; for every Jamaican, however far he 
may have drifted, knows in his heart that after we have given all 
due honour to good Governors _ other benefactors, it is. the 
gospel of Christ that has freed Jamaica and is healing her to- 
day ; and there are few who do a have an affectionate recollec- 
tion of some fatherly missionary of earlier days. In the evening 
all present in the village came to service. ‘‘ But,” said a 
ikle old dame when invited to come: “ Antonio is my 
son-in-law; and I may not speak with him. Can I comeand 
keep p my head wrapped up?” ‘‘Grandmother,” was the reply, 

“if you were a Christian, you would not need to be afraid to see 
your son-in-law ; but you don’t understand that yet, so wrap 
your head and come.” And presently the old lady, covered with 
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a sheet, groped her way into the house, and was led by the hand 
to a seat where she could have her back turned to her son-in- 
law. A number of men who had been on a hunting expedition 
arrived at midday. The quietness and attention could not have 
been better in a Christian church. At the morning service, 
when I was about to end my address, several said: ‘‘ Don’t stop ; 


tell us some more right now.” One woman from Tepi, near 
Kruta, who was on a visit, remarked: ‘“‘ These things bring 
tears to the eyes. I want to hear as much as everl can.” One 


or two of those present had met the Brn. Reinke and Fisher on 
their tour; and all regretted that Sangsangta on the one hand 
and Cabo Gracias on the other were so far away. The proposed 
station at Kruta does not help matters much for the people on 
the Butuk. I promised to come again when possible, or perhaps 
to send some old, experienced Christian if I could not come 
myself; but at the same time I also urged the people them- 
selves to make every possible effort to get opportunities of hear- 
ing the gospel. A number of the Butuk people have been 
baptized by travelling Roman Catholic priests. But, as they 
explained, the priests know no Miskito, and did not teach them 
anything: they only “‘made them Christians by pouring water 
on their heads,’’ and sold them crosses to hang round their necks 
at the price of a fowl for a cross. Hence, as they repeated again 
and again, they really had never heard about the Lord Jesus. 
‘Tell me His name again,” said one woman, ‘“‘ so that I can 
remember to pray to Him.”’ 

Returning to Walpatanta, which we reached on Tuesday 
morning, we found everyone sober. ‘The people here, about 
thirty-five in number, are partly Miskito, partly Sumu; but, as 
at other places, Miskito is understood and spoken by all About 
half of them had gone to their plantations; but when they saw 
us come they returned and got ready for “prayers.” At first 
they seemed the roughest and rudest sort of people we had met 
on the river; but their manner soon became milder, and before 
long we were offered bananas, eggs. and wild-hog meat; “ for,’’ 
said the people, “ you have come a long way for our sakes, and 
it would not be right not to feed you.” ‘The attention at the 
service was again excellent. “Can your teaching make the 
thoughts of our heart good ?”’ asked one old Sumu. “If only we 
could hear this often, our hearts would certainly become soft,” 
said William of Waksma, who had come up the week before to 
the drinking festival. Walpatanta being more than a day’s 
journey nearer to Sangsangta than Wauklangsa, it was suggested 
that one or another might come over for Good Friday. The 
people say that in former times their village was a large one ; 
but the inhabitants had been poisoned off. They did not mean, 
they declared, that the killing had been done by means of buried 
poison or other supposed magic If anyone dressed a little 
better, had a better house, more money, or more food than the 
rest, envy was at once aroused, and the next time the person 
in question was intoxicated, arsenic or some other strong poison 
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was administered in the mishla (cassava beer) or rum. Not long 
ago Marcos had worked hard and made splendid plantations. 
The envy aroused was so great that the next year he made no 
plantations at all, being in fear for his life. Before we left, one 
woman inquired if | was not a “sleeper,” to whom our Father 
would tell in a dream how to treat the sick. This “dreaming 
of medicine’ is a favourite trick of the so-called “ spirit-men,”’ 
who try to practise the old heathen sorcery under a quasi- 
Christian guise. Happily, there was no need to “dream’’; 
although the treatment of chronic cases on a short visit is very 
often unsatisfactory. 

Poling up the river is harder and much slower work than 
paddling down; so we had to leave the same afternoon, and 
again slept on asandy beach, under a temporary roof made of 
certain large, oval leaves which abound on the river bank, and 
which measure three feet by two. ‘These leaves also provide the 
Indian with temporary plates, with a tarpaulin for the boat, and 
with a waterproof covering in which to wrap his small parcels, 
to tie up which he has only to cut a piece of some creeper and 
use it as string. ‘The next night, after eleven hours’ continuous 
poling, we-came to Krautara, and found that all the men who 
had been absent on our first visit had now returned. After 
keeping service night and morning, we left for Wangks, spend- 
ing one night of the return journey at Supa Camp, and preach- 
ing to the mahogany cutters, some of whom were Christians from 
Wasla. ‘There is one more village in the region of the Upper 
Butuk, Paudenbusna, situated on the Wanpo Creek, a day’s journey 
above Krautara. It is said to contain: seven houses, the inhabi- 
tants being allSumus. The time at our disposal was too short 
to. allow of a visit on this tour. The people whom we did 
reach numbered 120 in all; and to some the number may 
perhaps seem too small to make a long and troublesome journey 
worth while. A missionary residing at Butuk Bar could reach 
these people more easily. But meanwhile He who has spoken of 
the shepherd leaving the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and 
going after that which is lost until he find it, would surely not 
have us neglect these scattered sheep in the wilds of Honduras. 
And therefore we hope to visit them again. 
From The Moravian. 
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EDITORIAL! NOTES. 


E are daily expecting to hear that the Harmony has 
reached St. John’s, Newfoundland, at the end of her 
season’s work on the Coast of Labrador, 7.6.5 after 
having been up and down the greater part of the 
coast three times since she reached Makkovik at the 

end of July. Our vessel has thus far this year been preserved 
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from harm, and it is our fervent hope that she may reach England 
safely about Christmas time. (Later—The ship reached St. John’s 
on November 17th. — 


The West India Islands have twice been visited by destructive 
hurricanes during the past few months. On August l4th a 
severe hurricane struck the Island of Jamaica, devastating the 
banana plantations all over the island, besides doing damage to 
other native products and to house property. Shortly after the 
storm the Rev. F. P. Wilde, the Treasurer of our Mission on that 
Island, wrote us as follows :—‘ This storm was the most 
destructive that I have experienced during the course of my 34 
years in Jamaica. All of our stations have suffered more or less. 
None of our churches or mission-houses were completely wrecked, 
but two school-houses were blown down. -It is impossible at 
present to calculate our exact losses, but, making a rough estimate 
I believe they will amount to not far short of £800. Lititz was 
badly damaged.” A few mails later we received the following 
information from the same quarter :—‘‘'The damage done by the 
hurricane was even greater than | expected, especially to our 
school buildings. Four school-houses have been destroyed—three 
at our stations Fulneck, Eden, and Lititz, and the out-station 
school at Beeston Spring.” 


Regarding the hurricane that visited the Danish West India 
Islands on October 9th, Bishop Greider, the chairman of the 
Governing Board of the Kastern West India Province, writes as 
follows :—*On the evening and night of October 9th, the 
Virgin Islands were visited by a terrible hurricane, during which 
the barometer went down to 28.10°. The Danish Islands suffered 
severely. Few lives were lost, but the destruction of property 
was very great. Our Church properties fared badly. In St. Croix 
the loss is estimated at about $1,500 (£300); but in St. Thomas 
and St. Jan it will amount to between $8,000 (£1,600) and 
$10,000 (£2,000). At Emmaus the stone church has been 
destroyed, its débris in part filling the crushed cistern; the 
parsonage has little left but the walls and ground floor ; the stone 
school-house is wrecked, and other buildings are destroyed. 
At Bethany only the out-buildings are down, but the church has 
been injured. In St. Thomas the roof of the parsonage of the 
Memorial Church has been stripped and the house soaked with 
water. The yard with its stable was wrecked. At Nisky the 
church and parsonage were beginning to yield to the gale, but 
escaped without great injury. However, the destruction of minor 
buildings, trees, and cultivation was thorough. At New Herrnhut 
there was no great damage done. We thark God that the lives 
of our brethren have been spared, and we commend the 
congregations in the Danish Islands to your sympathy and help.” 

Before long we hope fo receive more definite and detailed 
information regarding the damage done to the mission property 
in both these Provinces, when in all probability an Appeal will 
be published asking for help on behalf of the stricken mission- 
stations. : 
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Shortly before going to press the sad news has reached us of 
the death of the Rev. J. A. Carrington, minister of the Sharon 
church in the island of Barbados, B.W.I. A more loyal Moravian 
and a more hard-working minister it would be difficult to find 
anywhere. Br. Carrington departed this life on October 23rd, 
and was interred in the Sharon burial-ground on the 24th in the 
presence ofa large number of people of all grades of the population. 

Our sincere sympathy goes out to his widow, his relatives, and 
his bereaved congregation. 

The following notes taken from the Barbados al gricultural 

Reporter, of October 24th, will be read with interest :—‘t The 
deceased gentleman started life as a school teacher at Sharon, under 
the Rev. J. Y. Edghill, when he was about 17 years of age, and 
at the same time began his association with the work of the 
Moravian Mission, an association which was continued up to the 
time of his death and constitutes an honourable record of long 
and faithful service. About the year 1877 he entered the service 
of the Education Board. He retired from the service of the 
[ducation Board at the end of August, 1912, and at a meeting of 
that body held on September Ist: the same year a Resolution was 
passed expressing ‘high appreciation of the conscientious and 
thorough way in which he had served the cause of Education in 
Barbados.’ A strict disciplinarian and scrupulous in the highest 
degree in the carrying out of his duties as Inspector, his methods 
sometimes brought him into conflict with his subordinates, but this 
they have all subsequently admitted to have been due to the abund- 
ance of zeal and the ultra-conscientiousness which formed so mark- 
ed a feature of his personality. Such a condition was, moreover, 
largely superinduced by the system which he was called upon to 
assist in administering. Under a system of payment by results 
pure and simple, such as obtained up to a few years ago in our 
elementary schools, it is not at all tu be wondered at that such 
differences should arise, particularly in the case of one who inter- 
preted his duties in sucha highly conscientious manner. Immedi- 
ately on his retirement from the service of the Board, the deceased, 
who had refused a similar honour while in office, sailed for St. 
Thomas,where he was duly ordained to the Ministry. On his return 
he took charge of the work at Clifton Hill and Mount Tabor, for 
which he had for some time been partly responsible, and on the 
death of the Rev. S. 8. Southwell last year he was transferred to 
Sharon. His exemplary life a nd character won for him the respect 
and esteem of all those with'whom he came into contact, and his 
duties as a Minister of the Gospel were carried out-in the same 
thorough and conscientious manner as his secular duties. He 
took a great deal of interest in agriculture, and was for several 
years a regular contributor to the Press on agricultural matters. 
He was also a prominent member of the Committee*responsible 
for the Local Exhibitions held every year under the auspices of 
the Department of Agriculture in the interest of elementary 
school children and peasant proprietors. Deceased was sixty- 
four years ofage.”’ . 
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